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In the present plans for the Writers’ Conference, the Ad- 
ministration reserves the right to make any changes ren- 
dered inevitable by circumstances beyond its control. 
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HORNROSE 


The Bread Loaf Writers Conference exists to provide ex- 
perienced criticism of manuscripts and a program of dis- 
cussion and instruction in the main professional forms of 
writing. It is designed chiefly for those interested in writing 
professionally themselves and who wish criticism of their 
work, but it also welcomes those wishing to come as listeners 
and participants in discussion without submitting manu- 
scripts for criticism. 

When it began in 1926, the Conference was a unique in- 
stitute for the study of professional writing. It has since then 
served as a model for similar enterprises in many parts of the 
country. For such an institute, the time is important, the place 
is important, and the honesty and competence of the staff in 
criticism and instruction are primarily important. 

The time and place of the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 
favor study combined with enjoyment, and also congenial апа 
ready discussion between Conference members and staff 
members. The Conference meets for two weeks during late 
August and is housed at Bread Loaf Inn and its surrounding 
cottages and buildings, in Vermont, about half way up the 
main ridge of the Green Mountains. 

The Conference is conducted by Middlebury College as one 
of its regular summer schools. The Conference aims at the re- 
sults of education without its academic accompaniments. It 
gives no degrees, credits, or formal courses, but seeks as its 
primary purpose to increase a writer's understanding of his 
job by criticism of work written previously and by experi- 
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The Theatre, Library and Bread Loaf Mountain 


enced discussion of both the principles of the various main 
forms of writing and the practical publishing conditions of 
the present time. The fact that the Conference staff 1s em- 
ployed by and responsible to Middlebury College means that 
it can devote itself whole-heartedly and exclusively to its pur- 
pose of candid and practical criticism and discussion. The 
staff is chosen from writers, teachers, editors, and publishers 
who know the craft of writing and the problems of market- 
ing at first hand. 
The program of the Conference is fourfold: (1) talks by 
staff members on the technique of the main forms of writing; 
(2) “clinics”? for group discussion of manuscripts by Con- 
ference members; (3) individual interviews for private 
criticism of manuscripts; (4) talks of more general inform- 
ative and critical interest on publishing and on contemporary 
letters and related topics. 
The staff does not take the view that a practicing writer 
can be produced by education, formal training, or criticism; 

























certainly not in two weeks. Nevertheless, the program 
through the years has proved rewarding in many ways and 
degrees to different individuals: as a pleasant and stimulating 
experience; as an aid to the better understanding of the 
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writer's job; as a means of more rapid advancement toward | 

the success of which a given individual is capable; as a | 

source of wise counsel and helpful associations in particular i 
publishing problems, where such problems may arise. 

Staff and Fellows, 1945 + 
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Тнікр row: А. В. Guthrie, Jr. (fellow), Colonel Joseph I. Greene, Е. Louise 
Mally (fellow), William Sloane, Richard L. Brown, Walter Havighurst. % 


Зксохр row: Elizabeth Abell (fellow), Helen Everitt, Louis Untermeyer, Edith 
Mirrielees, Theodore Morrison, Catherine Drinker Bowen, Robert Frost. 


First row: Fletcher Pratt, Mrs. Pratt, Mrs. Morrison. 


STAFF FOR 1946 
VERSE 
Ковект Frost 
Mr. Frost gave the first public reading of A Masque of Reason at 
Bread Loaf. He was among those who helped to found the Con- 
ference, and his long association with it has been one of the most 
welcome features of its history. 


Louis UNTERMEYER 
Poet, anthologist, biographer of Heine, formerly editor with 
Editions for the Armed Services, Inc., Mr. Untermeyer numbers 
among his latest projects A Treasury of Laughing Matter. 
THEODORE Morrison 
Director of the Conference, formerly on the Atlantic Monthly 
editorial staff, composition teacher at Harvard. Latest book: The 
Devious Way (narrative poem). Inpreparation: The Portable Chaucer. 
NOVEL AND SHORT STORY 
WALLACE STEGNER 
Novelist, short story writer, Professor of English at Stanford 
University. Latest books: The Big Rock Candy Mountain (novel); 
One Nation (study of minority groups in the United States). 
GRAEME LORIMER 
Former associate editor, Saturday Evening Post and Ladies Home 
Journal; author, with Sarah Lorimer, of First Love, Farewell and 
other books. Mr. Lorimer, with notable success, has recently been 
teaching war-patient students at Valley Forge General Hospital. 


HELEN EvERITT 
Magazine writer, former literary agent; contributor to Harper’s, 
Atlantic Monthly, Ladies Home Journal. 
WILLIAM SLOANE 
Publisher, author of plays and novels, including The Edge of 
Running Water; formerly with Henry Holt and Company, now 
President of William Sloane Associates, a new publishing firm. 
NON-FICTION PROSE, ESPECIALLY ARTICLES 
Етктснек Ркатт 
Writer of fiction and non-fiction in magazines and books; col- 
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umnist and military critic. Author of Road to Empire (first volume 
in а study of Napoleon); The Navy s War, Night Work, etc. 


Сог. ЈоѕЕРН I. GREENE, U.S.A., RETIRED 
Correspondent, article writer, editor of books and magazines. 
Former editor, Infantry Journal. Panel member of the Council on ) 
Books in Wartime. 


PUBLICATION ADVISERS j 
ALAN COLLINS 
President, Curtis Brown, Ltd., literary agents. 


C. Raymonp EVERITT 
Executive Vice-President, Little, Brown and Co., publishers. 


ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR 
Кіснакр L. Brown 
Member of the Department of English, Middlebury College. 


DATES 


The Conference begins with the noon meal on registration day, 
Wednesday, August 14. Wednesday, August 28, is the last day of 
scheduled work. For those who cannot conveniently leave Wednes- 
day night, the Bread Loaf Inn will serve breakfast and luncheon on 
Thursday, August 29. Free transportation from Middlebury to 
Bread Loaf is provided on August 14, and from Bread Loaf to Mid- 
dlebury on August 28 and 29. Members traveling by train or bus 
should buy tickets for Middlebury, Vermont. 


LIFE AT BREAD LOAF 


The Writers’ Conference is one of the Middlebury College sum- 


mer schools.* The College Administration seeks, in its arrange- ji 
ments for the Conference, to maintain the regularity indispensable ) 
to conducting a school while meeting the convenience and comfort 


of the membership, who come for purely voluntary work and for 
recreation. 





* French, Spanish, Italian, and Russian Schools and Music Conference at Middle- 
bury; German School at Bristol, Vermont; School of English and Writers’ Con- 
ference at Bread Loaf. 





Wallace Stegner Robert Frost 


Bread Loaf Inn, owned by Middlebury College, is used only for 
the purpose of housing the School of English (June 28 to August 
10) and the Writers’ Conference, their instructing staffs, visiting 
speakers, and guests of the college. The Inn is situated in one of the 
largest tracts of forest in the East, well up in the Green Mountains, 
above the Champlain Valley. 


Meals During the Conference, the dining room will be open from 
8:00 to 8:30 for breakfast; 1:00 to 1:30 for lunch; and 6:00 to 6:30 
for dinner. Late breakfast and afternoon and evening snacks may be 
obtained for a small charge at the Conference club room. 


Services Bread Loaf is a summer postoffice. The Inn receives and 
sends mail and parcel post for Conference members. Taxi service is 
maintained to Middlebury, twelve miles away, where drugstores, 
banks, etc., are available. 











Clothes and Climate Тһе Conference session usually includes both 
warm and cool to sharp weather. Members should come prepared for 
both. Informal dress is always appropriate, but dinner dresses are 
also appropriate on some occasions for those who wish to bring them. 


Recreation Tennis, lawn games, and walks in the woods and 
mountains are available at or immediately about Bread Loaf. Horse- 
back riding can also be arranged for. Swimming in streams or at 
Lake Dunmore is at reasonable driving distance. 


Plan of the Day Morning sessions of the Conference begin at 9:00 
or 9:30 and continue, with brief interludes, until shortly before 
lunch. A session after lunch is customary on week-days except Sat- 
urdays. An evening lecture or entertainment is customary every day 
except Sundays, which are left free. During the first week, morning 
and afternoon sessions are largely devoted to talks by staff mem- 
bers on the technique of the main forms of writing. During the sec- 
ond week, sessions are largely devoted to discussion of manuscripts 
submitted by contributing members. Individual interviews for 
criticism are largely concentrated during the second week. The 
Conference aims at a balance between work and time for recreation 
and for making acquaintance both with people and with the country. 
All attendance at sessions is, of course, purely voluntary. The 
schedule is so arranged that members can attend all of the extensive 
discussion program if they wish. 


FELLOWSHIPS 


The Conference has a limited number of fellowships to offer, pro- 
vided by the generosity of certain Conference members, visitors, 
and staff members who have wished to make it possible for younger 
writers who might profit by Bread Loaf to attend the session. The 
fellowships pay all expenses at Bread Loaf (not travelling expenses) 
and are offered under the following conditions: 

г. Personal applications аге not accepted. 

2. To be considered for a fellowship, each candidate must be 
nominated by a magazine editor, publisher, literary agent, well-known 
writer, or college teacher. Nomination may be made informally іп a 
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letter to the Director, addressed to Warren House, Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. 

3. On receiving each nomination, the Director will write to the 
candidate recommended. The letter will (a) inform the candidate 
that he has been nominated and (b) ask the candidate whether, if 
awarded a fellowship, he can be reasonably certain of attending the 
session during the announced dates. 

4. In the light of the answers to this letter, a committee of the 
Conference staff will award the fellowships, guided by the follow- 
ing points: 

a. Tangible achievement, such as published books or contribu- 
tions to magazines, or plays or scripts produced, will be important 
evidence on a candidate’s behalf. But it is also our purpose to dis- 
cover when possible writers who may be expected to succeed pro- 
fessionally, but whose work is still in manuscript. 

b. The Conference tries to distribute the fellowships so that 
several of the main professional forms of writing will be repre- 
sented—verse, magazine fiction, the novel, etc. The Conference tries 
to give the fellowships to writers who seem likely to profit by them 
and to contribute by their presence to the success of the Confer- 
ence as a whole. 





Louis Untermeyer, Fletcher Pratt, William Sloane 
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5. All nominations for 1946 should be in the Director’s hands by 
June 1. 

Among our fellows in recent years have been James Sull (pro- 
posed by Viking Press); Robert Francis (proposed by The Mac- 
millan Company); Eudora Welty (proposed by Katherine Anne 
Porter); Carson McCullers (proposed by Houghton Mifflin); Rob- 
ert Richards (proposed by The Atlantic Monthly and Curtis Brown, 
Ltd.); Theodore Roethke (proposed by Peter Monro Jack); Dilys 
Bennett Laing (proposed by Duell, Sloan, & Pearce); Virginia 
Sorensen (proposed by Wallace Stegner and Alfred A. Knopf, 
Inc.); Betty Wason (proposed by The Macmillan Company); Cath- 
erine Pomeroy Stewart (proposed by Ladies Home Journal); А. В. 
Guthrie, Jr. (proposed by The Atlantic Monthly); Elizabeth Abell 
(proposed by The Macmillan Company); E. Louise Mally (pro- 
posed by Henry Holt and Co). 


MEMBERSHIP 
‘Two classes of membership in the Conference are oftered: 


1. Contributors 

Those who wish to bring manuscripts to Bread Loaf for criticism 
by the staff should apply for admission as Contributors. 

Contributors are asked to submit examples of their work, pub- 
lished or unpublished, at the time of application. The object of asking 
for these examples is to provide as far as possible that contributing 
members of the Conference shall be likely to profit by the criticism 
of the staff. Those who do not seem likely to profit by staff criticism 
will be advised not to enroll as Contributors. 

Admission as a Contributor should in no sense be taken as an 
indication of the sort of criticism which the applicant should expect 
from the staff members after reaching Bread Loaf. Nor should it be 
taken as a judgment on the merits or promise of the work submitted. 
It represents only the careful but not infallible opinion of а pre- 
liminary manuscript reader that the applicant may reasonably expect 
to profit as a writer by the instruction, criticism, and associations of 


Bread Loaf. 





No criticism of any manuscript will be given before the Conference 
begins. 


Contributors should bring manuscripts in their hand luggage so that 
they may be submitted to the Director on registration day. 


2. Auditors 

Those who do not wish to submit manuscripts should apply for 
admission as Auditors. 

Auditors may attend all lectures, discussions, “‘clinics,” and other 
general meetings of the Conference. They may not submit manu- 
scripts for staff criticism; otherwise their privileges are in no way 
different from those of Contributors. 


ADMISSION AND RESERVATIONS 


1. Application blanks, bulletins, and general information about 
the Conference may be secured from the central office of the Sec- 
retary of the Language Schools, Middlebury College, Middlebury, 
Vermont. 

2. Fill out your application blank and send it to Richard L. 
Brown, Assistant to the Director, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. 

3. If you desire admission as a Contributor, forward to Mr. 
Brown examples of your published or unpublished work at the same 
time that you return your application blank. As much material may 
be submitted as you feel is necessary to represent fairly the range 
and quality of your work. 

All manuscripts must be clearly typewritten, and will be returned 
only if accompanied by full postage or clear directions for return by 
express collect. A full and clear address should be written on all 
manuscripts as well as on all letters. Some time may pass before 
manuscripts can be returned, and it will therefore be an advantage 
to keep copies. The Conference assumes no responsibility for manu- 
scripts lost in the mails or otherwise. All possible care will be taken 
to prevent such loss. 

4. If you desire admission as an Auditor, return your application, 
without manuscript, to Richard L. Brown. Take care to indicate that 
you wish admission as an Auditor. 


Wit 








5. Return the room application card to the Secretary of the Lan- 
guage Schools, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, and ad- 
53% all subsequent correspondence about rooms to that office. 

. Do not address correspondence to Bread Loaf before August 


14. 
FEES 


A room deposit of $5 payable to Middlebury College should ac- 
company your application. This deposit will be credited to your 
account, or it will be returned if for any reason your application 
cannot be accepted. 


. For Contributors: 

The charge for membership in the Conference for Contributors 15 
$100 plus the charge for a room in the Bread Loaf Inn or one of the 
cottages. The fee of $100 includes charges for tuition and board for 
the duration of the Conference. Rooms may be had at a cost of 
$12.50 to $30.00 for the full term. Make all checks payable to Middle- 
bury College. No refunds can be made in case of cancellation. 


2. For Auditors: 

The charge for Auditors is $75 plus room charges. Auditors may 
enroll for one week at $50 plus room charges, but otherwise there 
will be no deduction for part-time attendance. No refunds can be 
made in case of cancellation. 

Any person whose application for membership in the C onference 
has been accepted, and who has accordingly contracted for board 
and tuition on this understanding, will be required to abide by this 
arrangement after reaching Bread Loaf. The Conference, however, 
reserves the right to request the withdrawal of any member. 


(Photos of Stegner, Untermeyer, Pratt and Sloane by Jarvis W. Mason. Robert 
Frost by Wilfred W. Werry.) 











BREAD LOAF SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
Middlebury College 
Middlebury, Vermont 
June 28--Аусовт 10, 1946 

Bread Loaf, situated in the heart of the Green Mountains, offers an unusual 
opportunity for advanced study of English. The School offers graduate 
courses, leading to a Master’s degree, in English and American literature, 
literary history and the English language. Special attention is paid to the 
needs of teachers of English. The instructing staff is nationally known. 
Splendid mountain scenery, healthful out-of-door activities, and an in- 
formal friendly atmosphere create an environment in which students, 
teachers and writers find new inspiration and professional guidance. 


FACULTY 
Юомлгр Davinson, Vanderbilt University 
УУ/палам Dicuron, Queens College 
ExizasetH Drew, University of Cambridge 
Hewerte E. Joyce, Dartmouth College 
RANDALL STEWART, Brown University 
Err Т. Уогкект, Middlebury College 
Louis С. Zauner, Groton School 
Director 
КесімаІр L. Соок, Middlebury College 
For further information and bulletins, address 
Tuer Lancuace Scuoots OFFICE 


Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont 





BREAD LOAF BOOKS 


Bread Loaf Book of Plays. Edited by Hortense Moore. Introduction by John 
Mason Brown. Text and production notes for stage adaptation of 
Robert Frost’s Snow; Fall of the House of Usher; Noah and His Sons; 
Happy the Bride; Gruach; and The Widow: Or Who Wins. $3.00 

STOPS. A handbook for those who know their punctuation and for those 
who aren’t quite sure. Introduction by Robert M. Gay. $1.00 


Only on the West Wind. Bread Loaf poems by Florida Watts Smyth. Intro- 
duction by Louis Untermeyer. $1.00 

Vermont Chap Book. “А garland of ten folk ballads as they were sometime 
known to the people of Vermont and as they now repose in the Helen 
Hartness Flanders Collection in the Middlebury College Library.” 
$1.50 

Orpheus and the Moon Craters. A book of poems by Cedric Whitman. Intro- 
duction by Theodore Morrison. $1.00 

Time Is Our House. A book of poems by Louise McNeill. Introduction by 
Norman Foerster. $1.25 








